The Sailing “Bon Voyage” Weekend, September 24 – 28, 2011

Thirty-four Rhodes Scholars-elect were present for this year’s Sailing “Bon Voyage Weekend in Washington, DC—the thirty-two U.S. Scholars-elect, together with two Scholars-elect from The Commonwealth Caribbean and Jamaica. After a brief orientation on Saturday afternoon, the 2011 Rhodes Scholars-elect and assembled AARS Board members enjoyed an informal dinner and lively conversation at the home of Lissa Muscatine (California and Wadham ’77) in Bethesda, Maryland—an informal setting for Scholars new and old to get better acquainted.

On Sunday morning, the women in the class of 2011 joined Rhodes Scholar alumnae for breakfast and conversation. The breakfast was followed by a panel discussion for Rhodes Scholars-elect, hosted by Ishanaa Rambachan (Minnesota and St. Antony’s 2008) and Garrett Johnson (Florida and Exeter 2006), in which recent Rhodes Scholars discussed the practicalities of life in Oxford. That afternoon, the group walked to the Phillips Gallery for docent-led tour of the collection. In the evening, after a brief introduction to the various activities of the Association, the group enjoyed an informal dinner at the home of the American Secretary, Elliot Gerson (Connecticut and Magdalen ’74).

On Monday, the Scholars-elect heard from the outgoing Eastman Professor, Dr. Edward A. Fisher, the distinguished Professor of Cardiovascular Medicine at New York University, and from Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease at the National Institutes of Health. Both reflected on how their careers took happily unexpected turns and engaged in lively conversation with the Scholars-elect about their research. Dr. Fisher also shared his experience at Oxford as Eastman Professor. That afternoon, Scholars-elect reassembled for a staff briefing at 
the White House Conference Center. That evening, the Scholars-elect enjoyed a reception and garden party at the residence of the British Deputy Head of Mission Philip Barton and his wife, Amanda Barton.

Tuesday morning began with a breakfast at the Capitol hosted by Senator Richard Lugar (Indiana and Pembroke ’54) and retired Senator Paul S. Sarbanes (Maryland/DC and Balliol ’54), who shared their perspectives on Oxford and entertained questions from the group. After breakfast the Scholars-elect enjoyed a personal tour of the Capitol building, including Capitol Rotunda and the original chambers of the U.S. Supreme Court, led by Senator Sarbanes. Later that morning, Dr. Bruce Partridge (New Jersey and New College ’62) gave a talk reflecting on the unexpected journey of Edwin Hubble (Illinois and Queen’s ’10), who read law at Oxford and went on to make some of the most important discoveries in modern cosmology. After lunch, Scholars-elect met for discussions with international Rhodes Scholars at the World Bank. That evening, Board Members and local Rhodes Scholars hosted small group dinners throughout the DC area.

The annual Departure Luncheon was held at the Cosmos Club on Wednesday, September 28th. The Scholars-elect were guests of the Association and had a chance for informal conversation before the luncheon with the Rhodes Trust’s American Secretary, Elliot Gerson, and the Warden of Rhodes House, Dr. Donald Markwell (Queensland and Trinity ’81). The Scholars-elect then joined a number of Board members and several spouses as well as many other Rhodes Scholars for a reception and luncheon, during which Elliot Gerson formally introduced the Scholars-elect to the assembly. The keynote address was given by Benjamin Todd Jealous (New York and St. Antony’s ’97), President and CEO of the NAACP. The new Scholars departed that evening by air for London Heathrow, where they were met the next day by American Rhodes Scholars of 2010 and accompanied to Oxford.


The 2011 Bon Voyage Weekend Committee was chaired by George Keys (Maryland/DC and Balliol ’70) with substantial assistance from Neil Brown (Iowa and Merton 2002). Thanks are also due to Lissa Muscatine for generously hosting the Saturday dinner, to Elliot Gerson for hosting the Sunday evening dinner, to Ishanaa Rambachan and Garrett Johnson for organizing the recent Rhodes Scholar panel, to Martina Vandenberg (California and St. Antony’s ’90) and Maryana Iskander (Texas and Trinity ’97) for arranging the women’s breakfast, and to the small group dinner hosts and other Rhodes Alumni guests who do so much to extend the AARS’s welcome to the new class of Scholars. This year’s Sailing Weekend is scheduled for September 23-26, 2012, again in Washington, DC. The Sailing Weekend and the Departure Luncheon are sponsored by the AARS and are supported entirely by the contributions of its members.

