The Sailing “Bon Voyage” Weekend, September 27 – October 1, 2008

Thirty-seven Rhodes Scholars-elect were present for this year’s Sailing “Bon Voyage Weekend in Washington, DC — the 33 U.S. Scholars-elect (one deferred from 2007), together with four 2008 Scholars-elect from other Rhodes jurisdictions (one each from Kenya, Jamaica, St. Vincent & The Grenadines and Bermuda). After a brief orientation on Saturday afternoon, the 2008 Rhodes Scholars-elect and assembled AARS Board members enjoyed an informal dinner and lively conversation at the home of Lissa Muscatine (California and Wadham ’77) in Bethesda, Maryland — a festive environment which allowed Scholars new and old to get better acquainted.

On Sunday morning, the women in the class of 2008 joined Rhodes Scholar alumnae for breakfast and conversation. The breakfast was followed by a panel discussion for all Rhodes Scholars led by Casey Cep (Maryland/DC and Magdalen 2007), Adam Chandler (North Carolina and Queen’s 2006), Samsher Gill (Minnesota and New College 2006), Eugene Shenderov (New York and Magdalen 2005), and Leana Wen (Missouria and Merton 2007) who discussed the practicalities of life in Oxford. That afternoon, the group enjoyed a docent-led tour of the Phillips Collection as well as a reception and informal dinner at the home of American Secretary Elliot Gerson (Connecticut and Magdalen ’74).

On Monday, the Scholars-elect attended a panel “Politics 2008” at The Aspen Institute, featuring Hillary Clinton speechwriter Lissa Muscatine, Howard University School of Law Dean Kurt L. Schmoke (Maryland/DC and Balliol ’71), Peter Beinart (Massachusetts and University ’93) of The New Republic, and Grant Crandall (Iowa and University ’69), the general counsel of the United Mine Workers of America. That afternoon, Scholars-elect visited the American Society of International Law for a discussion of human rights and public advocacy with leading figures Maryana Iskander (Texas and Trinity ’97) of Planned Parenthood, human rights lawyer Martina Vandenberg (California and St. Antony’s ’90), Susan Karamanian (Alabama and Somerville ’80) of George Washington University Law School, and Tomasz P. Malinowski (New Jersey and St. Antony’s ’89) of Human Rights Watch. Lively conversation characterized both panel discussions as the group explored pressing domestic and international concerns. That evening, Board Members and local Rhodes Scholars hosted 12 small group dinners throughout the DC area.

Tuesday morning began with a breakfast at the Capitol hosted by Senator Richard G. Lugar (Indiana and Pembroke ’54) and retired Senator Paul S. Sarbanes (Maryland/DC and Balliol ’54), together with Representative James H. S. Cooper (Tennessee and Oriel ’75). The Senators and Congressman each made brief remarks and entertained questions from the group. After breakfast the Scholars-elect enjoyed a personal tour, led by Senator Sarbanes, of the Capitol building, including the Capitol Rotunda and the original chambers of the US Supreme Court before being set free to explore Washington on their own. That afternoon the group convened at the Supreme Court, where University of Virginia Professor A. E. Dick Howard (Virginia and Christ Church ’58) offered brief remarks on the Court and its Justices before introducing Associate Justice David H. Souter (New Hampshire and Magdalen ’61). Justice Souter spoke informally to the Scholars about the Court and his education, and generously responded to questions from the Scholars. That evening, the Scholars-elect enjoyed a reception at the home of the British Embassy’s Deputy Chief of Mission, Dominick Chilcott, and his wife. The evening concluded with a production of William Congreve’s The Way of the World at the Shakespeare Theater.

The annual Departure Luncheon was held at the Cosmos Club on Wednesday, October 1st. The Scholars-elect were guests of the Association. A number of Board members and several spouses as well as many other Rhodes Scholars were present. Following the introduction of the Scholars-elect by the Rhodes Trust’s American Secretary, Elliot Gerson, Pulitzer Prize winning New York Times journalist Nicholas Kristof (Oregon and Magdalen ’81) gave the keynote address, in which he discussed his own experiences fighting the world’s fight as a journalist. 

The new Scholars departed that evening by air for London Heathrow, where they were met the next day by American Rhodes Scholars of 2007 and accompanied to Oxford.


The 2008 Bon Voyage Weekend Committee was chaired by George Keys (Maryland/DC and Balliol ’70). Thanks are also due to Dick Howard for his help in arranging the Supreme Court visit, to Lissa Muscatine for generously hosting the Saturday dinner, to Elliot Gerson for hosting the Sunday evening dinner and the Aspen Institute panel, to Neil R. Brown (Iowa and Merton 2002) for organizing the Rhodes Scholar panel and the visit to the Capitol, to Susan Karamanian and Martina Vandenberg for arranging the panel at the American Society for International Law, and to the 12 small group dinner hosts and other Rhodes Alumni guests who do so much to extend the AARS’s welcome to the new class of Scholars. This year’s Sailing Weekend is scheduled for September 26-30, 2009, again in Washington, DC. The Sailing Weekend and the Departure Luncheon are sponsored by the AARS and are supported entirely by the contributions of its members.

