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This year, we again saw an increase in the number of applications nationally and a continuation of the trend to an ever-wider range of endorsing institutions; our winners came from the broadest array of colleges ever. While we are pleased by these developments, no one should think institutional diversity is a factor in our selections. Our selectors choose the strongest candidates under the criteria of the Will, with no balancing considerations. Because the eight district committees make their decisions simultaneously and independently, it is possible to elect 32 Scholars from one university or one each from 32 (or, for that matter, 32 women or 32 physicists).

One factor contributing to the trend toward a wider range of endorsing institutions has been a heightened focus on the value of international graduate fellowships at public universities and at many private colleges that tend not to be known well outside their regions. Many such institutions have established special merit-based scholarships and honors programs which attract outstanding students who are likely to meet our qualifications. We have worked hard to explain what Rhodes Scholarships and Oxford offer to students at these institutions and are gratified when we see so many of their very best students apply.

The 2001 class of Scholars-elect was given an additional two weeks before their applications were due for consideration in Oxford. This afforded much more time for discussions with me—and for me with the Warden and with selection committee secretaries—regarding choice of course. Degree choice is more challenging for Scholars-elect than it has ever been, so we hope the changed procedure will prove beneficial. The trend toward graduate degrees continues in the United States and other constituencies; internationally, only one in twelve of Rhodes Scholars-elect applied for second B.A.’s (most of them from the U.S.). There was also a change in the Oxford college application procedures this year. Like British applicants, Scholars-elect are now given one college preference only, but they also describe the college experiences they hope for in order to guide the Warden should there not be a place at their listed college.

The district structure will change slightly this year. Five years ago, the states were realigned to create more equally sized applicant pools to assure more uniform odds of election. Application numbers by state have now changed enough to require modifications, with 10 states changing districts. We will continue to review the configuration every five years or so.

There is growing excitement both about plans to celebrate our first century, and to expand the Trust’s reach and programs in our second. Reunion planning for activities in South Africa (as I write, likely to be in the second week of January 2003) and in London and Oxford (late June/early July 2003) are now well under way. New programs are being developed at Rhodes House itself, with distinguished visitors being invited regularly for lectures and dinners. Most recently, the Trust has begun planning a major lecture series on the Management of Globalization with the State Department and the American Embassy in London.

New developments at Oxford make it as exciting a place as any of us is likely to remember. The new governance structures—including a new University Council, five new faculty divisions, and a stronger role for the Vice-Chancellor—are firmly in place and will allow the University to compete far more effectively to maintain its leading rank among the world’s universities. The misinformation surrounding the Laura Spence affair notwithstanding, the colleges have devoted enormous resources to increase the number of applicants from state schools in order to assure that Britain’s best and brightest come to Oxford regardless of social and economic status. Cranes and scaffolds abound as many new institutes and buildings are being constructed, not only in medicine and the sciences, but also in the humanities, and, I might add, at a much higher architectural distinction than some of the new construction in recent decades.

Rhodes House’s new and striking neighbor, the Rothermere American Institute, will open officially in late May. And restoration work in many of the colleges has been stunning; there can be few places in the world with a greater concentration of beautiful and vital fourteenth- to eighteenth-century buildings. Even sport at Oxford is in a renaissance with high participation in 80 different clubs, new facilities (soon to include the Rosenblatt swimming pool complex, to be built with substantial help from the Trust, the leadership of Lady Kenny, and, of course, leadership gifts from U.S. Rhodes Scholars), a welcome reversal of trend in the Boat Race (aided by a U.S. Rhodes Scholar), and even five gold medals in Sydney. And for those who haven’t visited recently, there is now a fine new lodging option in the middle of the High Street in a restored building where many of us used to do our banking.

Finally, we look forward to offering our counsel and best wishes to the new scholarship scheme at Cambridge funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, and are flattered by its rather direct imitation.
With all best wishes to all who helped make the 2000 competition so successful.
Elliot F. Gerson
American Secretary to the Rhodes Scholarship Trust
