The American Rhodes Scholar – May 2004
From the American Secretary:
These 32 outstanding Americans will matriculate exactly a century after the first class of United States Rhodes Scholars. One of the remarkable things about Oxford is that some of the unique pleasures these Scholars will experience will be little different from those enjoyed by their predecessors in 1904. In other respects, however, the pace of Oxford academic change is dramatic, with exciting new courses and programs launched every year as the University constantly moves to retain its international leadership in an increasingly global market for the world’s strongest graduate students.

Rhodes centennial events continued to fill the 2003 calendar after the Cape Town reunion of late January. An even larger number of Rhodes Scholars and their family members were able to attend the July festivities in London and Oxford than were able to make the trip to South Africa. They enjoyed a grand and historic celebration in Westminster Hall, resplendent with presidents and prime ministers, followed by more intimate gatherings in Oxford colleges, an active speakers program, an honorary degree convocation, and Rhodes House receptions. And finally, the highlight of Michaelmas Term (or perhaps any Term for that matter) for the Scholars in residence was an October party marking the centenary and hosted by Her Majesty the Queen at Buckingham Palace. Nelson Mandela attended all three of the official celebrations at the start, middle, and end of the year, reflecting his personal commitment to the new charitable enterprise in Africa that joins his name with that of Cecil Rhodes.

I am pleased that the reforms in the selection process announced last year worked very well. The two-week-earlier shift in our traditional calendar allowed most of this year’s class to begin their Oxford admissions process before the Christmas holiday, and many were accepted to their programs considerably earlier than members of previous classes. Finally, the new calendar and agreement with the Marshall Scholarship authorities allowed our competitions to proceed without even any minor conflicts.

The competition itself, as always it seems, went without a hitch. Almost 1,000 candidates were endorsed by colleges and universities. Fifty-seven percent of the applicants this year were men, similar to the percentage in previous years. The pool of district finalists was 60% male, yet women claimed 53% (17) of the scholarships. Six of the 32 will read for second B.A. degrees, while the others will pursue a wide range of one- or two-year masters degrees, or doctorates. And, as you see, the Scholars’ interests range widely across disciplines.
This coming year will be one of change in the Rhodes Trust. We all wish the Warden, Dr. John S. Rowett, and his family the very best as he assumes his important responsibilities as head of the Association of Commonwealth Universities in the fall.  We extend our sincere thanks for his vision and his many and lasting contributions. And we are delighted that Sir Colin Lucas, retiring Vice-Chancellor, former Master of Balliol, distinguished historian, long-serving and dedicated Rhodes Trustee—a man with much American academic experience and countless American friends—has agreed to assume the Wardenship. We also remain eager to learn of the initial plans of the Mandela Rhodes Foundation now that a chief executive, Shaun Johnson (South Africa-at-large and St. Catherine’s ’82) has been named, and the first private gifts received.

Finally, we convey our best wishes to the incoming Vice-Chancellor of the University. Sir Colin did an enormous amount over his unprecedented seven-year tenure to strengthen the University’s governance and resources to assure its continued flourishing. We are proud that the new Vice-Chancellor is himself a Rhodes Scholar. Dr. John Hood (New Zealand and Worcester ’76), Vice-Chancellor of the University of Auckland and New Zealand Rhodes Secretary, will assume the helm at a period of unprecedented British public and political focus on higher education, especially the fundamentally important matter of its financing. We are fortunate that two loyal members of the Rhodes family will be working from Wellington Square and Rhodes House, respectively, to assure that Oxford University—and the Rhodes Scholarships—so important to the University—are as vibrant and preeminent in this new century (their ninth and second centuries respectively) as they were in the last one.

Elliot F. Gerson

American Secretary to the Rhodes Scholarship Trust
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